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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  QFFICLR  OF  HEALTH 
for 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  The  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 


Resignation  of  Dr,  C.W.J.  Kingston. 

Dr.  C.'L  J.  Kingston  resigned  from  his  post  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  31st  May,  i960,  to  take  up  an  appointment  as  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  in  his  native  Cornwall,  I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  from  1st  June,  1906,  and  there  was  no  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

Vital  Statistics. 


The  increase  in  population  of  3»190  over  the  previous  year  is  partly 
accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  Amblecote  within  the  Borough  in  the 
course  of  local  government  reorganisation. 

Once  again  we  have  had  a  year  free  of  maternal  deaths  in  childbirth, 
for  which  all  engaged  in  the  maternity  service  are  to  be  heartily  con¬ 
gratulated.  Most  of  the  figures  in  the  statistics  are  close  to  national 
averages. 

The  Changing  Pattern. 

As  this  is  my  first  annual  report,  it  may  be  appropriate  to  recall 
the  function  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Basically  this  has  not 
changed  since  1833  when  it  was  defined  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  as 
follows : - 

■The  Officer  of  Health  is  appointed  in  order  that  through  him  the 
local  sanitary  authority  may  be  duly  informed  of  such  influences 
as  are  acting  against  the  healthiness  of  the  population  of  his 
district,  and  of  such  steps  as  medical  science  can  advise  for  their 
removal;  secondly  to  execute  such  special  functions  as  may  devolve 
on  him  by  the  statute  under  which  he  is  appointed;  and  thirdly  to 
contribute  to  that  general  stock  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  people  and  of  the  preventable  causes  of 
sickness  and  mortality!* 

Since  these  words  were  written,  many  diseases  have  disappeared  from 
our  midst  or  lost  their  terror,  and  the  M.O.H.  has  to  adjust  his  sights 
accordingly  and  fcCus  on  the  influences  which  are  acting  against  health 
at  the  present  time.  The  importance  of  infectious  diseases  has  declined. 
Some,  like  diphtheria  and  typhoid  are  prevented  from  occurring;  others, 
like  pneumonia,  can  now  be  successfully  treated,  and  yet  others  such  as 
scarlet  fever  have  changed  in  character  and  lost  their  power  to  kill. 
Improved  living  conditions  are  playing  their  part  and  the  time  can  be 
foreseen  when  rheumatic  fever,  to  give  another  example,  will  be  merely 
a  ghost  of  our  unhealthy  past.  There  has,  however,  been  an  increase 
in  certain  non-inf ectious  conditions,  chief  among  which  are  heart 
disease  and  malignancies.  This  increase  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  there  is  now  a  greater  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the 
population,  as  the  diseases  concerned,  are,  in  the  main,  ones  which 
affect  the  older  age-group. 

Causes  of  mortality  are  well  illustrated  by  the  conditions  causing 
death  in  the  Borough  in  1966.  Once  again  heart  diseases  account  for 
more  deaths  than  any  other  single  cause  and  it  is  a  safe  bet  that  the 
same  can  be  said  of  every  other  local  authority  in  Great  Britain.  In 
Stourbridge,  out  of  a  total  of  323  deaths,  no  less  than  268  were  caused 
by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system.  I  can  add  little  to  the 
advice  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Kingston,  that  we  can  best  protect  our¬ 
selves  against  diseases  of  this  type  by  being  active  and  keeping  our 
weight  down.  There  is  a  lot  to  be  said  for  owning  an  energetic  and 


* 
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persuasive  do 3  which  insists  on  being  taken  out  for  a  daily  walk  and  so 
enables  its  owners  to  overcome  the  television-induced  lethargy  to  which 
so  many  of  us  are  prone. 

Malignant  disease  accounted  for  1C9  deaths  in  the  Borough.  In  3 
cases  the  uterus  was  affected  and.  in  21  cases,  the  lung.  We  may  hope 
to  see  a  reduction  i.n  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus  when  screening 
by  cervical  cytology  has  become  more  firmly  established  and  fewer 
cases  of  lung  cancer  if  smoking  habits  change  and  atmospheric  pollution 
is  reduced. 

With  regard  to  smoking,  most  people  will  have  read  the  recent 
noteworthy  report  of  the  Tobacco  Research  Council  which  clearly  and 
honestly  recorded  that  tobacco  smoke  can  cause  cancer  in  laboratory 
animals.  This  report  is  unique  in  that  it  is  based  on  research  which 
was  sponsored  and  financed  by  the  tobacco  companies  themselves. 

It  should  not  bo  forgotten  that  cigarette  smoking  not  only  increases 
the  risk  of  lung  cancer  but  also  of  heart  disease  and  bronchitis  and  if 
women  smoke  during  pregnancy  there  is  evidence  that  it  predisposes  to 
reduced  birth  weight  and  a  lower  chance  of  survival  of  the  baby. 

29  deaths  were  caused  by  accidents,  12  of  which  involved  motor 
vehicles.  Between  the  ages  of  one  month  and  thirty-five  years  accidents 
represented  the  greatest  single  cause  of  death.  This  obviously  poses 
a  challenge  to  all  of  us  who  are  concerned  with  health  education. 

Provision  for  the  Elderly. 

Over  40  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged 
seventy-five  and  over,  which  in  effect  means  that  people  have  a  better 
chance  at  present  of  achieving  ripe  old  age  than  in  any  previous  gener¬ 
ation.  This  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  but  it  also  creates  problems 
and  these  problems  will  get  worse  as  the  average  life  span  continues  to 
increase. 

Elderly  people,  like  everyone  else,  are  happiest  when  doing  a  useful 
job  of  work  and  there  is  everything  to  be  said  for  carrying  on  with  one’s 
occupation  as  long  as  possible  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  person 
concerned  and  that  of  the  community  as  a  whole  to  which  a  person  of  mature 
years  can  often  make  a  most  valuable  contribution.  In  cases  where  it  is 
not  possible  to  continue  in  one's  regular  occupation,  hobbies  and  other 
activities  may  serve  as  a  substitute  and  it  is  wise  to  prepare  for  retire¬ 
ment  well  in  advance  by  cultivating  such  interests. 

In  the  past,  as  peo  le  grew  older,  they  usually  remained  in  their 
own  family  circles  and  were  looked  after  by  relatives,  but  this  is  not 
always  possible  today  on  account  of  such  factors  as  restricted  space  in 
flats,  the  fact  that  husbands  and  wives  are  often  both  out  at  work  and 
the  tendency  of  young  people  to  move  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another  while  their  parents  may  not  be  prepared  to  leave  old  friends  and 
familar  places. 

Provision  for  the  elderly  is  made  by  the  Borough  Council  in  the  form 
of  flats  and  bungalows  and  by  the  County  Council  in  tho  form  of  welfare 
homes.  There  are  also  hospital  beds  set  aside  for  persons  in  this  age- 
group.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  there  is  insufficient  accommodation 
of  all  types  to  meet  the  requirements.  In  particular  because  of  the  high 
demand  for  the  available  hospital  beds,  the  family  doctors  in  tic  Borough 
sometimes  have  very  great  difficulty  in  getting  an  elderly  person  admit¬ 
ted  to  hospital  even  when  this  is  urgently  necessary. 

Inf  ections. 


There  was  no  major  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  1966.  In  the 
first  half  of  the  yenr  there  were  cases  of  smallpox  (variola  minor)  in 
neighbouring  parts  of  the  Midlands  and  both  Dr.  Kingston  and  I  were  asked 
to  see  suspected  cases  in  consultation  with  general  practitioners. 
Fortunately  none  of  those  cases  proved  to  be  smallpox. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  was  3^+7* 
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There  v/ere  six  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  all  males 
Verrucae  Pedis 


A  survey  of  schools  in  the  Borough  was  undertaken  in  October  with 
regard  to  verruca  (infectious  warts  cd’  the  soles  of  the  feet).  The 
head  teachers  of  20  schools  were  asked  to  try  to  find  out  how  many 
children  at  their  schools  had  had  one  or  more  verrucae  in  the  previous 
year.  \  reply  was  received  in  each  case  and  the  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  information  obtained. 


Children  at  risk 

Children  who  have 

Percentage 

had  a  verruca 

Primary 

3937 

147 

3.73# 

Secondary 

3047 

325 

10. 66 % 

Total 

6984 

472 

6.7% 

Of  the  twenty  schools  plimsolls  were  worn  at  physical  education  in 
eight.-  Head  teachers  are  in  a  difficult  position  as  they  are  advised  by 
those  in  charge  of  h.  1C. that  this  should  be  performed  barefooted,  whereas 
medical  officers  almost  invariably  condemn  this  as  being  the  cause  of 
verruca  and  other  foot  infections. 


In  the  present  investigation  it  is  difficult  to  say  with  certainty 
that  verrucae  are  more  common  in  the  schools  which  practice  P.E.  bare¬ 
footed,  though  it  is  of  interest  that  the  only  school  which  was  complet¬ 
ely  free  of  verrucae  was  one  in  which  plimsolls  were  always  worn. 

The  part  played  by  school  showers  is  probably  important  and  may 
explain  why  secondary  school  children  are  more  commonly  affected  than 
primaiy  school  children,  as  most  primary  schools  do  not  hove  showers. 

'■'it-h  regard  to  the  public  swimming  pool,  this  was  regularly  visited 
during  the  year  by  a  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  hygiene  is  very  high.  It  was  also  visited  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Colenso,  who  was  impressed  by  the  high  standards. 

The  Health  Education  Officer  to  the  County  Council  has  been  approached 
with  a  request  to  produce  posters  for  use  in  schools  and  swimming  baths 
on  verrucas,  and  has  promised  to  make  every  effort  to  do  sc.  In  the 
meantime  I  would  like  to  give  the  following  advice. 

1.  Any  sufferer  from  verruca  (or  athlete's  foot)  should  abstain  from 

communal  barefootedness . 


2. 


Any  lump  or  rash  of  the  feet  should  be  regarded  as  suspac t  unt LI 
proved  non-inf ectious  by  medical  inspection  (A  rash  may  be  athlete 
foot,  also  an  infectious  condition). 


s 


3*  Sharing  of  footwear  should  be  avoided. 
4.  Sharing  of  towels  should  be  avoided. 


Acknowl e  flgmen ts. 
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emergencies  during  my  occasional  absences  from  the  district. 


J.  T'v'UMEY 


Medic  el  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 

Statistics  anl  be  c  ..al  Conditions 

The  town  is  partly  residenti'1!  and  partly  industrial,  and  the  chief 
industries  are  galvanised  hollow-ware  and  iron-founding,  engineering, 
manufacture  of  forgings,  spades  and  shovels,  chains,  fireclay  and  electrical 
products,  wire  goods,  kitchen-ware,  skin  rugs  and  gloves,  scholastic 
equipment.  With  the  incorporation  of  Amblecote  in  the  Borough  the  term 
'Stourbridge  glass'  becomes  a  truer  description  of  the  beautiful  and 
renowned  glassware  produced  in  the  Amblecote  factories. 


The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  ... 

Viz:  Stourbridge  ... 

Lye  and  Wollescote 
Pedmore 

Amblecote  . . . 

Number  of  domestic  properties  at  1st 
Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1966  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1966/67 


Ipril,  1967 


M 

m 

11 

11 


General  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Population,  estimated  mid-year  1965  . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  " 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Vital  Statistics  -  Mothers  and  Infants 


11 

11 


11 

11 

11 


4,6pl  Acres 
1,9^0 
1,025 
1,269 
417 

16,961 
£1,996,309 
£7,960. 


49,750 

17.4 

16.2 

10.6 

11.2 

18.8 


Live  Births  . . . . .  ...  830 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  . .  17*1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  4.5 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  19.6 

Total  live  and  still  births  . . .  867 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ...  ...  ...  16 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  l8.8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19-7 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Fi glares  for  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  (Provisional)  . 

Neo-natal  Mortality  . 

Perinatal  Mortality  . 

Maternal  Mortality  (including1  Abortion)  ...  ... 


in  — -Lj 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  Age 

_M. 

Legitimate  .  9 

Illegitimate  . 

~ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  Age 
Legitimate  . 


jr 

7 


15.3 

10.6 

30  0. 

19.0 

12.9 

26.3 

NIL 

Total 

16 


Illegitimate 


7 

7 


7_ 

6 


16 

15 

15 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Week  of  Age 

Legitimate  776  777  o~~ 

Illegitimate  . 
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POPULATION  -  STOURBRIDGE 


Table  I 


Birth  Rate 

Population 

Population  increase 

1966 

17.1 

49,750* 

over  previous  year 

3,190 

1965 

17.3 

46,560 

650 

1964 

17.0 

45,910 

1,050 

1963 

16.8 

44 , 860 

850 

1962 

17.8 

44,010 

1,150 

1961 

17.2 

42,860 

1,850 

i960 

16.3 

*+• 

— * 

O 

O 

750 

1939 

15.2 

40,260 

600 

1958 

14.2 

39,660 

530 

1957 

15.5 

39,130 

580 

1956 

14.8 

58,550 

230 

*  This  includes  increase  in  population  due  to  Local 
Government  reorganisation,  and  inclusion  of  part  of 
the  Urban  District  of  Amble cote  within  the  Borough. 


Table  II 


INFANT  DEATHS  -  1966 


Primary 

C  a  us  e 

No.  of  Cases 

I. 

Prematurity 

5. 

II. 

Malignant  condition  of  kidney 

1. 

III. 

Pneumonia 

2. 

IV. 

Congenital  Heart  Diseases 

2. 

V. 

Asphyxia 

2. 

VI. 

Meningitis 

1. 

VII. 

Subdural  Haeraatoma 

1. 

VIII. 

Accidental  Suffocation 

1. 

IX. 

S ubarachnoid  Haemorrhage 

s\ 

1  • 

STILL-BIRTHS  CAUSES 

OF  DEATH 

Table  III 

Causes 

No.  of  Cases 

I. 

Primary  genetic  incompatible 
with  life 

3. 

II. 

Placental  defects 

12. 

III. 

Maternal  illness 

1. 

IV. 

Ante  Par turn  Haemorrhage 

1. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (continued) 


GENERAL  PRO VI 3 ION 


OF 


SECTION  B 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 


AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with  information 
as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  page  2. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Examination  of  clinical  material  (sputum,  swabs,  8cc.)  is  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester.  This 
applies  also  to  consumer  samples  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream.  Producer 
samples  of  milk  and  water  are  examined  bacteriologically  by  the  County 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  in  addition  to  all  chemical  samples  of  food,  drugs 
and  water. 


Ilinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  eight  Centres  in  the  3orough  as  follows:-  40  New  Road, 
otourbridge ;  St.  Michael’s  Church  Hall,  Westwood  Ave,  Norton;  Assembly 
Rooms,  Meriden  Avenue,  Wollaston;  Community  Centre,  Wassell  Road, 
Wollescote;  Orchard  Lane,  Lye;  Hagley  Road  Clinic,  Hagley  Road,  Stourbridge 
and  Pedmore  Lane  Clinic,  Pedmore  Lane,  Pedmore,  Stourbridge^  Methodist 
Rooms,  High  Street,  Amblecote. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Surolies 


The  water  supply  to  the  Stourbridge  area  is  controlled  by  the  North 
West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  by  an  Order  which  came  into  being  on  the 
1st  October,  19 62 ,  under  the  Nort  West  Worcestershire  'Water  Boards’ 

Order,  1962,  No:  IpSl.  The  Board  is  composed  of  13  members  of  the 
constituent  authorities  namely,  the  County  Borough  of  Dudley,  Boroughs 
of  Bewdley,  Kidderminster  and  Stourbridge,  Urban  District  of  Stourport 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Kidderminster,  Droitwich,  Hartley  and  Tenbury 
and  the  Worcestershire  County  Council. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  supply  arrangements  in  the 
Borough  of  Stourbridge  we re  first  provided  by  the  Stourbridge  Water  Works 
Company  which  functioned  from  1857  to  1909°  The  functions  of  the  Company 
were  taken  over  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1909  by  the  Stourbridge  and 
District  'Water  Board  which  continued  to  operate  from  that  date  until  its 
dissolution  in  1962. 

There  are  three  Puraping  Stations  serving  the  Stourbridge  area,  two 
of  which  are  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge  and  the  third  in  the 
County  Borough  of  Dudley.  At  each  of  the  Pumping  Stations  there  are  two 
boreholes  and  these  are  tube-protected  for  part  of  their  full  depth  and 
generally  penetrate  into  the  upper  Bunter  Sandstone.  The  supply  from 
these  Pumping  Stations  is  pumped  into  the  two  well  defined  areas  of 
supply,  the  high  level  and  the  low  level.  The  high  level  area  which 
includes  the  recent  housing  developments  in  the  Pedmore  and  Wollescote 
District  of  the  Borough,  has  a  consumption  of  about  .6  million  gallons 
per  day,  and  the  supply  to  the  area  is  derived  normally  from  the  Coalbourn- 
brook  Pumping  Station.  There  is  standby  plant  available  at  Mill  Meadow 
Station.  Both  of  these  Stations  are  situated  in  Amblecote  and  pump  water 
to  a  balancing  tank  covering  the  area  and  sited  at  Wychbury  Hill  in  the 
Rural  District  of  3roms grove. 

It  is  the  low  level  area  of  supply  that  the  major  part  of  the  Borough 
of  Stourbridge  is  situated,  and  the  consumption  of  this  area  is  about  two 
and  a  half  million  gallons  per  day.  The  major  part  of  this  supply  is 
provided  from  the  Tack  Lane  Pumping  Station  and  augmentation  is  obtained 
from  the  Coalbournbrook  Station  with  appropriate  duplicate  standby  plants 
available  at  all  the  three  Stations  operated  by  the  Board  for  this  part 
of  their  limits  of  supply. 

The  Boards  area  of  supply  covers  more  than  230  square  miles  and 
serves  a  population  of  about  171,000. 

The  Board  has  now  completed  investigation  of  an  additional  source  in 
the  Norton  area.  Planning  permission  for  this  project  has  been  obtained 

-  10  - 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  -  Water  Supplies  cont 


and  exploratory  work  has  keen  completed.  Pumping  tests  and  analysis  of 
the  new  supply  have  proved  highly  satisfactory.  Application  has  been 
made  to  the  Severn  River  Authority  for  a  license  to  extract  water  from 
this  new  source  and  it  will  form  an  important  addition  to  the  Boards' 
available  sources  of  water  supply  to  the  Stourbridge  Area. 

The  scheme  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Principal  Officer  of  the 
Board  Mr.  J.  Septimus  Brown  C. Eng. ,M. Inst. M'un.E. ,M. Inst. W. E. ,  which  will 
include  two  boreholes  of  24"  dia.  sunk  to  a  depth  of  800'  below  ground 
level,  a  new  pumping  station,  a  service  reservoir  of  3,000,000  gallons 
capacity  and  appropriate  trunk  mains  which  has  been  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  work  is  proceeding. 
Additional  trunk  mains  costing  £50,0'  0  have  been  laid  and  a  new  pumping 
scheme  estimated  cost  about  £40,000  to  improve  the  supply  into  high 
level  has  been  approved  and  will  be  commenced  shortly. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  sewers  in  Stourbridge  are  under  control  of  the  Upper  Stour 
Main  Drainage  Authority,  which  came  into  being  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Upper  Stour  Main  Drainage  Authority  Order  1966. 

SECTION  D 


Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  will  be  found 
in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1966 
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Summary  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the 


Register  at  the  end  of  1966 


j 

> 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory  | 

J 

• 

i 

' 
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Males 

j 

Females  j 

1 

No.  of  Cases  on  Register,  1st 

! 

January,  1966 

60 

56 

2 

7 

No.  of  c_  ses  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  under  the 
Regulations 

6  4 

\  " 

No.  of  cases  first  heard  of  otherwise 

than  by  primary  notification 

6 

1 

2 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register  in 
a  previous  Quarter  which  have 
been  restored  to  Register  during 
the  Quarter 

1 

1 

1 
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No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
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No.  of  cases  remaining  on  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year 

l  ^ 

66 

41 

i 

9 

l 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for 


1966 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Mrs.  Simpson  &  Gentlemen, 

The  year  saw  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  Borough  by  the 
addition  of  part  of  Amblecote,  and  additional  legislation  on  matters 
of  Food  Hygiene  and  Slaughterhouses,  fork  was  concentrated  on  the 
efficient  implementation  of  existing  legislation. 

Housing  saw  the  declaration  of  a  number  of  clearance  areas ; 
the  representation  of  unfit  houses;  the  improvement  of  houses  in 
areas  and  individually;  the  regulating  of  multiple  occupation,  and 
the  routine  work  of  repairs. 

Smoke  control  proceeded,  with  the  declaration  of  further  smoke 
control  areas,  and  with  the  gradual  elimination  of  industrial 
problems. 

The  inspection  of  every  animal  slaughtered  within  the  Borough 
continued,  unfortunately  entailing  regular  overtime  by  the  inspectors. 

Gypsies  proved  a  problem  for  a  period  of  some  months,  but 
immediate  action  and  the  close  co-ope ration  of  the  police  kept  this 
to  a  minimum. 

Regular  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  carried  out. 

The  combination  of  these  inspections  with  action  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  avoided  duplication  and  demonstrated 
the  value  of  local  control  of  these  matters.  Complaints  from  the 
public,  though  few,  were  valuable  in  pinpointing  unsatisfactory 
practices. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  legal  action  in  a  number  of  cases  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  in  one  case  concerning  the  sale  of 
infected  milk.  With  these  exceptions,  however,  a  great  deal  was 
achieved  by  informal  action. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Chief  Officers. 

I  should  also  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their 
help  and  willing  support. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.H.  MEREDITH 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS 


391  complaints  wore  received  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  data  on  inspections  is  given  in  accordance  with 
Article  25(20)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers'  Regulations,  3-959- - 


Inspections  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  . .  267 

Re-inspections  "  "  "  "  "  ..  196 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  . .  474 

Re-inspections  ”  "  . .  89 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (visits  and  revisits)  ..  26 

Housing  improvements  . .  325 

Drainage  . .  373 

Bakehouses  . .  10 

Food  premises  (retail)  ..  424 

Food  preparation  premises  . .  39 

Food  Vehicles  . .  100 

Factories  . .  69 

Clean  Air  Act,  -  industrial  ..  108 

-  domestic  . .  1117 

-  measurement  . .  232 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs  . .  68 

Mortuary  . .  12 

Miscellaneous  . .  578 

Slaughterhouses  . .  771 

Petroleum  . .  192 

Rats  and  Mice  . .  1309 

Refuse  tips  ..  58 

Sampling  (food,  drugs  and  water)  ..  344 

Shops  Act,  1950  ..  2 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ..  745 

Shops  re  unfit  food  . .  29 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  . .  3 

Tents ,  vans  and  sheds  . .  84 

T.B.  After-Care  ..  2 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises  . •  20 

Notifiable  diseases  . .  56 

Water  supplies  . .  11 

Noise  abatement  . .  32 

Meat  Inspection  -  cattle  and  calves  . .  2340 

pigs  . .  7620 

sheep  . .  17088 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES 


A  total  of  470  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  during  the  year 
affecting  470  premises.  These  took  the  form  of  letters  giving 
particulars  of  defects  and  recommendations  as  to  the  repairs  etc. 
necessary  to  remedy  the  defects. 


No.  of  Notices 


General  defects  of  houses  80 

Defective  water  closets  7 

Defective  drainage  and  obstruction  9 

Factories  Act  -  sanitary  accommodation 
and  ventilation  contraventions  13 

Food  Hygiene  Regs,  contraventions  68 

Miscellaneous  66 

Clean  Air  Act  -  contraventions  2 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  225 


470 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES  1966 


The  following  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year:- 


Public  Health  Act,  193b 

No.  of 
Notices 

No.  of  Premises 
Affected 

Abatement  of  Nuisances  (3.  93) 

7 

7 

Repair  of  water  closets  at 

reasonable  cost  (3.45) 

1 

1 

Drainage  (3.39) 

n 

-L 

1 

Sewer  (3.24) 

Lx. 

4 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 

Persons  undertaking  Demolition  < 

(3.29)  20 

44 

Housing  Act,  1937 

Notices  to  Quit  (3.22) 

27 

27 

Request  for  Information  (3.170) 

48 

92 

Time  and  Place  (S.lb) 

36 

61 

Housing  Act,  1961 

Notice  of  Intention  to  give  Direction  3 


3 


Legal  Proceedings 

Prosecutions  resulted  in  three  nuisance  orders  being  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  two  cases  the  repair  work  was  carried 
out  by  the  Council  in  default. 


RENT  ACT,  1937 


The  following  particulars  are  given  for  the  year  relating  to  the 
operation  of  the  Rent  Act,  1937°- 

Part  1  -  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(1)  No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  1 

(2)  No.  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  NIL 

(3)  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  1 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  1 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  NIL 

(4)  No.  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord  under 

paragraph  3  of  First  Schedule  NIL 

(5)  No.  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 

under  proviso  to  paragraph  3  of  the  First  Schedule  NIL 

(6)  No.  of  Certificates  issued  1 


Part  II  -  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  1 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

certificates  NIL 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants'  objections  NIL 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority.  1 
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1957 


HOUSING  ACT, 

1 .  Action  in  Respect  of  Individual  Unfit  Houses 


(a)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made. 

Brook  Street,  Lye  Nos.  11, 12, 13,14, 15,16,17,18 
Bott  Lane,  Lye  25,26 

Balds  Lane,  Wollescote  36,37,38,39,40,41 
C  hawn  Hill  28 ,30,13,15,17 


No.  of  houses 


Canal  Street 
Dial  Lane,  Amblecote 
Hayes  Lane ,  Lye 
Stourbridge  Road,  Lye 
Talbot  Street,  Lye 
Orchard  Lane ,  Lye 
Bridgnorth  Read 
Brettell  Lane 
Union  Street, 

Stourbridge 
Cherry  Street 


5,4 
1 

13,15,17 

112,97,108,114 

14 , 14a 

11,12 

180,  182 

11,  12 

6,10,11,12 

10 


8 

2 

6 

5 

p 


4 

p 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 


Total  44 


(b)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made. 

45  Yardley  Street,  Starabermill  1 

78  High  Street,  Amblecote  1 

92  Dudley  Road,  Lye  1 

Total  3 

(c)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  on  parts  of 
houses  were  made 

19  Morvale  Street,  Lye  1 

The  Flat,  66  Platts  Crescent,  Amblecote  1 

40  Stourbridge  Road,  Lye  1 

3 


2.  Clearance  Area  Action 

(a)  The  following  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  by  the  Council, 


Mamble  Road/Field  Terrace  9,11,23  -  59 

Pedmore  Road,  Lye  4, 5, 6, 7 

Heath  Lane  17,19,21,23,25,27 


21 

4 

6 

Total  31 


(b)  Clearance  Orders  declared 


Pedmore  Road,  Lye 

(c)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  declared 

Mamble  Road/Field  Terrace 
Heath  Lane 

(d)  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

New  Street,  Stourbridge.  I6,l8,  5  Court  1,  New  St, 
6  Court  1  Hemplands  Road 
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3.  Houses  which  became  void 


Clearance  Orders 
Demolition  Orders 
Closing  Orders 

Certified  as  unfit  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


5 
42 

6 

6 


HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT.  I95S 


Housing  Act  1964 

Improvement  Grants 


(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

4  grants  totalling  £961.  were  approved 
2  applications  were  refused 

(b)  Standard  Grants 

31  standard  grants  totalling  £8,719*  were  approved 
3  applications  were  refused. 

( c)  Improvement  Loans 

Two  loans  totalling  £600  were  approved  in  respect  of  houses 
where  improvement  grants  had  been  made. 

( d)  Compulsory  Improvement  Areas  (Section  13) 

jVork  on  the  South  Road  and  Beech  Road  areas  continued. 

In  the  South  Road  area  grants  were  approved  in  respect 
of  14  houses. 

In  the  Beech  Road  area  grant  was  approved  in  respect  of 
1  house. 

(e)  Compulsory  Improvement  outside  Areas  (Section  19) 

Three  tenants  applied  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  their 
houses. 

The  provisions  of  this  section  are  used  by  disappointingly  few 
tenants,  possibly  because  of  fears  of  large  rent  increases.  The 
increase  of  12^  of  the  owner's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  improvements 
is  not  excessive  -  on  a  basic  grant  of  £155  this  would  mean  a  weekly 
increase  of  7/5d  -  roughly  the  cost  of  renting  a  television  set!  In 
return  the  tenant  receives  the  benefit  of  a  bathroom,  wash-hand  basin, 
inside  w.c.,  hot  water  and  a  food  store. 

Even  where  the  Council  has  declared  compulsory  improvement  orders 
a  number  of  tenants  have  refused  their  consent  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  work  thus  putting  off  improvement  for  five  years. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 


There  are  approximately  38  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  the 
borough,  which  require  attention  from  time  to  time.  None  are  over¬ 
crowded,  other  than  on  odd  occasions.  Direction  orders  have  been  made 
wherever  appropriate,  and  are  enforced. 

During  the  year  direction  orders  were  made  on  the  following  houses 

Orchard  Lane  17?  l8. 

Albert  Street  43. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  i960 


Food  Premises  by  types 


Butchers'  shops 
Cafes,  Canteens 
Fried  fish  shops 


Bakehouses 


General  stores  and  groceries 
Other  food  premises 
Licensed  premises 
Slaughterhouses 


139 

87 

109 

4 


A  total  of  1,441  visits  were  made  to  food  premises.  All  of  the 
premises  comply  with  regulations  16  and  19.  No  certificates  of 
exemption  have  been  issued. 

Opportunity  was  taken  to  discuss  basic  hygiene  with  owners  and 
assistants,  as  it  was  found  that  many  faults  were  of  persons  rather 
than  premises,  e.g.  in  far  too  many  cases  fingers  were  used  where 
forks  or  spatulas  would  be  equally  effective. 

The  importance  of  hygiene  conscious  management  who  will  give 
instruction  in  hygiene  as  well  as  in  sales  techniques  cannot  be  over 
emphasised. 

Prosecutions 

There  were  no  prosecutions  under  these  Regulations. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

7  tons  9  cwt.  91  lbs.  of  food  other  than  meat  inspected  in 
slaughterhouses,  was  condemned,  and  disposed  of  under  controlled 
conditions  at  the  Council's  tip. 


bacteriological  examination 


168  samples  of  various  foods  (including  44  samples  of  ra w  milk, 
ice  cream,  butter,  cream,  artificial  cream,  meat)  were  submitted  for 
examination.  Seven  samples  proved  unsatisfactory,  as  follows 


4 

1 


Untreated  Milk  -  Failed  Methylene  Blue  test 

Brucella  Abortus  on  guinea  pig 


This  was  the  only  positive  result  of  23  samples  showing 
positive  on  ring  test. 


Artificial  Cream  -  High  plate  counts,  with  faecal 

coli  present  in  0.01  ml. 


2 


All  the  cases  of  unsatisfactory  Methylene  Blue  tests  were  of  milk 
from  vending  machines  and  a  system  of  daily  coding  of  the  containers 
was  instituted,  to  reduce  risk  of  carryover. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  cont  .... 

id. „ 

The  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  all  taken  from  vending  machines. 
The  sample  shewing  brucella  aoortus  was  dealt  v/ith  by  a  prohibition  order 
under  regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959* 
This  order  was  not  complied  with  on  a  number  of  occasions  and  proceedings 
were  instituted  which  resulted  in  two  fines  of  £20.  each  being  imposed. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  vending  machines  from  which  the  milk  was  sold  were 
removed  from  the  Borough.  There  was  close  co-operation  between  this 
department,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  and  all  local  authorities  in  whose  areas  this  dealer 
sold  milk. 

The  unsatisfactory  artificial  cream  was  used  in  bakehouses,  from 
bulk  containers,  and  the  poor  bacteriological  quality  was  caused  by 
unsatisfactory  storage  of  the  product  after  opening.  The  instituting 
of  greater  care  in  dispensing  the  product,  combined  with  good  storage 
practice  remedied  the  matter. 


CHEMICAL 


EXAMINATION 


333  se,mples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  7  proved 


unsatisfactory. 

Article 

Formal  or 
Informal 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Observations 

Casserole  Steak 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  of 

69  % 

Letter  to  canners 

Fresh  Dairy  Cream 

Informal 

Incorrect  labelling 

Letter  to  dairy 

Fresh  Dairy  Cream 

Informal 

Incorrect  labelling 

Letter  to  dairy 

Steak  8c  Kidney  Pie 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  of 

157* 

Letter  to 

Manuf a  c  t ur er 

Steak  8c  Kidney  Pie 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  of 

18 % 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Flavoured  Milk 

Informal 

Low  full  cream  milk 
content 

Letter  to  dairy¬ 
man  , vending 
machine  removed. 

A  number  of  samples  of  plums,  cherries,  apples,  apricots  and  milk 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  pesticides  or  antibiotics.  Each  was 
satisfactory. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


Among  complaints  investigated  were:- 
Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 

Glass  in  mineral  water;  plastic  in  omelette;  paper  in  milk;  grub 
in  custard  tart;  fly  in  batter;  stones  in  rice;  drawing  pin,  paper  and 
maggot  in  loaves. 

Unfit  food 


Mouldy  steaklet,  discoloured  icing. 
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Food  Complaints  cont 


•  •  o  • 


After  exhaustive  inquiries,  reports  were  made  to  the  Health 
Committee.  No  proceedings  were  instituted,  warning  letters  being 
sent.  Examples  of  the  care  which  must  be  exercised  in  food  premises 
is  shown  by  the  finding  that  the  presence  of  the  fly  in  the  batter  was 
almost  certainly  due  to  the  use  of  an  aerosol  fly  spray. 

Lead  Tinned  Frying  Pans 

During  the  year  there  was  considerable  activity,  as  a  result  of 
a  case  of  lead  poisoning  in  the  South  thought  to  be  due  to  the  use  of 
a  lead  lined  frying  pan.  large  stocks  of  frying  pans  were  withdrawn 
from  the  stock  of  a  local  manufacturer  and  destroyed  following  tests 
by  the  County  Analyst  (Mr.  W.E.  Jones)  which  showed  a  large  take  up 
of  lead  by  food  cooked  in  the  pans.  There  was  consultation  with  the 
Home  Office,  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corpora tionsre gar ding  the  need  for  protective  legislation. 

The  co-operation  of  the  County  Analyst,  Worcester  (Mr.  W.E.  Jones, 
M.Sc.  F.R.I.G.)  and  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Worcester  (Dr.  P.J.  Henderson  M.D.  C.L.B. )  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained  at  the  three  small  and  one 
large  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  although  this  necessitated  some 
overtime  and  weekend  working  by  the  public  health  inspectors.  The 
large  slaughterhouse  caters  for  shops,  canteens  and  restaurants  over 
a  wide  area. 

A  number  of  shops  in  the  Borough  obtain  their  meat  from  sources 
outside  the  Borough.  In  these  cases  meat  is  checked  for  the  inspection 
mark  during  visits  under  the  food  hygiene  regulations. 

No.  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  4 

No.  of  licensed  slaughtermen  20 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  27048 

No.  of  animals  inspected  (ante  and  post-mortem)  27048 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  7  tons  0  cwt.  70  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  treated  for  Cysticercus 

Bo vis  5  cwt.  90  lbs. 

New  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1966,  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  September,  1966. 

These  regulations  gave  local  authorities  powers  to  control  the  hours 
of  slaughter,  subject  to  certain  provisions;  detailed  variations  in 
inspection  procedure;  prohibited  the  removal  of  uninspected  meat  and 
prohibited  the  use  of  green  ink  for  inspection  stamps.  Your  inspectors 
were  principally  affected  by  the  variations  in  inspection  procedure, 
which  were  put  into  effect. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966  were 
issued  but  did  not  come  into  force  until  February,  1967-  Preliminary 
discussions  were  held  on  some  of  the  more  controversial  aspects. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cows  and 
Calves 

1 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

♦ 

! 

Pigs  i 

1 

Horses 

Number  killed 

2,262 

43 

33 

17,088 

7,620 

- 

Number  inspected 

2,262 

43 

33 

.  .  j 

17,088 

- . - 

7,620 

- 

All  diseases  except 

1 

; 

1 

m 

1 

|  -  ■  - 

I 

f 

> 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

1 

| 

721 

! 

!  19 

' 

2,236 

1,946 

-  i 

i 

• 

31.8% 

.  .. 

44.27; 

r~  ‘ 

13.08 % 

24.9 % 

i 

1 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

i  ....  . 

„ 

1 

1 

-  i 

! 

! 

1 

— 

- 

48 

i 

1 

0,0% 

L   

- 

. 

0.63% 

' 

Cysticercus 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- - 

1 

i 

1 

! 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

. . 2 

- 

— 

- 

A 

' 

Percentage  of 
cattle  affected 

0,0% 

m m 
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’WATER  SAMPLING 


101  bacteriological  and  3  chemical  samples  of  town  water  were 
submitted  for  examination.  All  the  samples  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Colourless 


Physical  Characters 


Chemical  Examination  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


Solids  in  Solution  (dried  at  l80°C) 

Solids  in  Solution  after  ignition 

Chlorine  Present  as  Chloride 

Hardness  Non-Carbonate 

Hardness  Carbonate 

Hardness  Total 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hours  at  27  C) 

Toxic  Metals 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 


Nil 

Nil 


None  detected 
Nil 


370. 

193. 

34. 

87 

150 

237 


0.01 

0.01 

7.7 


Supplies  were  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency,  and  fluoridation  does  not 
take  place.  The  latter  is  due  to  the  fact  that  several  local  authorities 
receive  water  from  the  North  West  ‘Worcestershire  ’Water  Board. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  Council' s  swimming  baths  comprise  one  covered  and  one  outdoor 
pool,  which  are  interconnected. 

The  pools  measurements  are:- 

Indoor  Pool;  25  yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  6  ft.  to  3  ft.  6  ins. 

Outdoor  Pool: 35 yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  10  ft.  to  3  ft.  6  ins. 

both  baths  being  heated. ' 

The  source  of  water  is  a  private  well,  with  facilities  for 
chlorination  (if  required)  in  the  rising  main  to  a  storage  tank.  The 
water  is  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination,  with  a  4  hour  change¬ 
over  in  the  indoor  pool  and  a  6  hour  changeover  in  the  outdoor  pool. 

During  the  year  140  samples  (93  bacteriological  and  47  chemical)  were 
submitted  for  examination.  During  peak  periods  particular  care  was 
exercised  to  ensure  a  clean,  safe  water. 

A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT ,  1956 


Visible  atmospheric  pollution  caused  by  industrial  processes  was 
generally  light,  but  it  is  essential  that  new  emissions,  particularly 
in  relation  to  sulphur  dioxide,  are  controlled  by  effective  dispersion 
through  high  stacks. 

Among  the  industrial  problems  dealt  with  were  galvanising  fume, 
smoke  from  an  enamelling  furnace,  she'll  boiler,  brickworks  and  shunting 
locomotives.  Cf  these,  only  the  enamelling  furnace,  and  the  brickworks 
(which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Alkali  Inspector,)  were  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956  cont 


•  m  ©  • 


There  was  regular  consultation  with  the  District  alkali  Inspector 
on  mutual  or  overlapping  problems. 

Section  10.  Heights  of  Chimneys 

Plans  showing  new  chimneys  were  examined  and  a  number  of 
variations  in  heights  of  chimneys  were  required.  In  the  main  these 
were  agreed  after  informal  correspondence  and  discussion,  with  dis¬ 
agreement  usually  centring  around  the  question  of  the  final  appearance 
of  the  chimney  and  cost.  It  was  often  possible  to  effect  a  compromise 
by  either  a  change  of  fuel  or  quality  of  fuel,  or  by  increasing  the 
efflux  velocity  of  the  exhaust  gases.  The  principles  suggested  in  the 
memorandum  on  chimney  heights  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  were  followed,  and  care  was  taken  to  offer  consistent 
advice  and  recommendations. 

Section  3  Notification  of  Furnace  Installations 

This  section  requires  the  notification  of  the  installation  of  all 
new  furnaces  above  a  certain  size,  and  provides  that  furnaces  must  as  far 
as  is  practicable  be  capable  of  being  operated  without  emitting  smoke. 
Many  firms  appear  to  be  unaware  of  this  requirement  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 

Where  notifications  were  received,  the  potential  effect  of 
sulphur  dioxide  and  other  emissions  were  assessed  and  either  advice 
given  or  reassurances  sought  on  performance. 

Section  12  Smoke  Control  Orders 


During  the  year  three  more  Orders  became  operative.  They  were 
Nos.  20,  21,  and  22,  which  covered  an  area  in  Norton,  and  two  areas  of 
new  development  in  Wollaston  respectively.  Area  No:  20  entailed  a 
considerable  amount  of  work,  particularly  as  there  was  an  alteration 
in  the  Ministry  'notional  costs’  and  in  permitted  adaptations  during 
the  year.  Towards  the  date  of  operation  of  the  area  a  number  of 
notices  were  served  in  respect  of  tenanted  houses  where  proposals  for 
adaptations  had  not  been  submitted. 

Three  further  areas  were  declared  during  the  year,  Nos.  23  and  24 
which  covered  areas  of  potential  or  actual  development  in  Amblecote,  and 
No.  23  which  covered  an  area  of  existing  development  in  the  Pedmore 
Fields  area. 

Area  No:  23  contains  52  acres,  31  private  dwellings,  and  one  council 
dwelling  and  in  the  near  future  a  further  400  dwellings  are  to  be  erected. 

Area  No:  24  contains  60  acres,  one  private  dwelling  and  33  council 
dwellings. 

Area  No:  25  contains  44.5  acres,  47  private  dwellings,  392  council 
dwellings. 


No.  of  Smoke  Control  .ureas  in  operation  or 
declared  at  31*12.66  -  25 

No.  of  dwellings  -5093- 

No.  of  acres  -1273 

The  list  of  houses  in  smoke  control  areas  is  reaching  such 
proportions  that  a  current  list  is  not  included  in  this  report.  Lists 
are  available  for  inspection  at  the  Health  Department  and  in  the 
Public  Libraries. 
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In  August,  1966,  as  a  result  of  a  letter  from  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  availability  of  gas  coke,  the 
Council  resolved  that  grant  should  he  paid  on  the  conversion  of 
improved  open  fires  installed  in  houses  built  prior  to  1964, 

Whilst  this  enables  householders  to  take  advantage  of  a  greater 
range  of  smokeless  fuels  and  improve  their  heating  arrangements 
by  the  installation  of  a  more  efficient  appliance  it  must  also 
substantially  increase  costs.  Council  house  tenants  were  given 
similar  freedom  of  choice. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Clinic  -  Orchard  Lane,  Lye 


jSmoke  Filter 

£  ; 

Sulphur 

| 

Deposit  Gauge 

j 

Micro grammes/ 
Cubic  Metre 

Volumetric  Analysis 
SO2  Microgrammes/ 
Cubic  Metre 

Ins. 

Rain; 

Tons  per  square  mile 

. . . . . . . . i 

i 

Highest 

Average 

Hi ghee 

>t  |  Average 

|  Total 

|  Undissolved 
!  Matter 

Total 

Dissolved 

Matter 

Total f 
Solids 

\ 

! 

|  Jan. 

Lw.  . «i 

|  Feb. 

295 

88  : 

381 

|  180 

1.77 

6.82 

5.14 

11.96! 

i 

. . *••• 

270 

80 

270 

1  1^1 

3.74 ; 

6.42 

5.40 

11.82; 

1  March 

1 

142 

63 

161 

|  86 

1.48 

13.15 

5.20 

18.35 j 

j  April 

93 

51 

226 

j  90 

2.95 

9.60 

6.33 

15.93; 

i  May 

88 

33 

123 

!  62 

2.74 

-U- 

LfS 

• 

H i 

3.84 

18.38! 

June 

52 

23 

126 

60 

j 

2.03 

10.68 

2.40 

13.08  i 

July 

69 

23 

163 

64 

*  No 

records  due  j 

to  vanda  lisi 

n 

;  j 

j  August 

83 

27 

139 

|  37 

3.92 

8.91  j 

7.14 

. . . 

K 

S 

i  Sept. 

139 

71 

22  7 

|  122 

1.33 

8.44  . ) 

3.91 

i  12.35  1 

j  Oct. 

225 

91 

J  286 

|  162 

i 

3.29 

4.67  | 

5.79 

'  10.46  j 

i  j 

3 

O 

<! 

• 

415 

108 

|  372 

|  173 

2. 68 

7.03  j 

7.72 

14.75  ! 

:  j 

:  Dec. 

226 

72 

266 

96 

2.95 

4.15 

5.03 

9.18  j 

*  See  graph  on  page  27 
Noise  Abatement  Act  i960 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  under  the  above  Act,  the  most 
serious  being  of  noises  from  sheet  metal  working.  Minor  improvements  of 
a  temporary  nature  were  effected,  but  it  was  impossible  to  achieve  any 
worthwhile  decrease  in  the  nuisance,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Planning 
Authority  was  sought.  A  discontinuance  order  was  agreed  and  negotiations 
for  the  relocation  of  this  factory  were  commenced. 

Other  complaints  included  noise  from  metal  grinding  apparatus,  metal 
shearing,  extractor  fans,  the  use  of  earth  moving  equipment,  the  use  of 
road  breaking  equipment,  diesel  locomotives,  panel  beating,  and  a  case 
of  dog  barking  at  night. 
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Volumetric  Analysis  -  Sulphur  Dioxide 
Average  daily  reading/month _ 


Jan 


Feb  Mar  Apr 


Smoke  filter 


May  Jun 


Average 


Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 


daily  reading/month 


Nov  Dec 


R 

I 

C 

P 

0 

L 

L 


30 


20 


Tons/  square 
mile 


10 


0 


i  : 

i 

j  \(  : 

i  1  i  i  !  i  !  !  . 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Deposit  gauge  -  Total  Solids/month 
*  No  reading  due  to  vandalism 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


RATS  AND  MICE 


458  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  In  addition  there 
were  tests  of  the  sewers  and  routine  surveys  of  tips,  allotments, 
canal  and  river  banks  and  other  open  spaces. 


A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  is  set 
out  below. 


!  Type  of 

i  Property 

1 

No.  of  i  No.  of 

Inspections  •  Premises  j 

1  Infested  ‘ 

1  1 

Treatment 

No.  of 

1 

Visits 

Entailed  \ 
» 

Infested  by 

Initial 

Secondary 

| 

Rats  ;  Mice 

I 

A 

« 

{ 

Local 

j  Authority 

■ 

44 

r  r 

;  j 

32  \  32  |  11 

1 

t 

] 

124 

L- 

14 

18 

Dwellings  i  520 

308  t  308 

32  j  1025 

254  |  54 

Business 

and 

1  Industrial 
Premises 

160 

51 

- « 

51 

9 

r  ^ 

! 

| 

j  l86 

L  . 

33 

18 

i _ 

*  1.  _ > 

391  391  52  1 1335 

301 

• 

L  .?•  j 

Test  baitings  of  the  sewers  revealed  one  small  infestation  in  the 
Wollescote  area,  which  was  treated. 

An  estimated  total  of  1,505  rats  and  650  mice  were  destroyed  during 
the  year. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 


The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  against  vermin 


Bugs  1 
Fleas  5 
Cockroaches  2 
Wasps  73 


In  addition  advice  was  given  for  the  treatment  of  ants. 

Among  the  more  unusual  cases  investigated  was  a  report  of*  a  number  of 
adders  in  the  Amblecote  district. 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  1928 


105  licences  were  issued  as  follows 

97  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  only 
3  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Cellulose 
1  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium 
3  to  store  Cellulose  only 
1  to  store  mixture  of  Petroleum  Spirit 

These  licences  authorised  the  storage  of  242,121  gallons  of 
Petroleum  Spirit,  112  lbs.  of  Carbide  of  Calcium,  530  gallons  of 
Cellulose,  and  2,500  gallons  of  Petroleum  mixture. 
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Petroleum  Consolidation  Act  1928  cont 


Licence  fees  amounted  to  £108.  4.  7. 


An  application  was  received  for  a  licence  to  store  300,000  gallons 
of  Petroleum  Mixture  (Primary  Flash  Distillate)  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  of  town  gas.  In  view  of  the  quantities  involved  and  the 
difference  between  this  and  normal  applications,  special  conditions  were 
laid  down  by  the  Council,  after  discussion  with  the  Company  concerned, 
and  the  County  Fire  Prevention  Officer. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  rationalise  the  issuing  of 
petroleum  licences  so  that  in  future  dates  of  all  licences  v/ill  be 
from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st  December. 

An  inspection  of  each  installation  took  place  before  the  licence 
was  issued.  Where  a  tank  had  been  in  position  for  more  than  25  years  a 
pressure  test  was  required. 

No.  of  tanks  No.  of  tanks  No.  of  tanks  which 

tested  which  passed  failed  test 

test 
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Those  tanks  which  failed  the  test  were  made  safe  by  filling  with 
weak  concrete,  under  supervision,  or  if  removed,  were  de-gassed  by 
specialist  firms  before  being  taken  from  the  ground.  In  a  number  of 
cases  where  there  was  doubt  as  to  the  future  of  the  installation, 
filling  with  water  was  permitted  as  a  temporary  measure. 

Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  co-operation  with  the 
Worcestershire  City  &  County  Fire  Brigade. 


Other  Licences 


Pet  Animals  Act  1951  “  ^ 
Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  19&3  ~  1 
Riding  Establishment  Act  1964  -  1 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 

Mater  Lais  Act  1951  -  1 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PRuLISES  ACT  1963 


During  the  year  745  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  including 
re- inspections  of  240  premises,  where  270  contraventions  were  found  to  have 
been  remedied.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 


The  percentage  of  premises  which  received  a  general  inspection 
during  the  year  was  6l %.  Many  premises  in  the  town  have  now  received 
more  than  one  inspection. 

Three  minor  accidents  were  reported  and  investigated. 


■ 


TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE 


This  Committee  consisted  of  representatives  from  the  Borough 
Council,  the  County  Health  Department,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
the  W.V.S.,  the  Nursing  Association  and  this  department. 

Its  principal  function  recently  has  been  the  organisation  of  the 
distribution  of  free  milk,  butter  and  eggs  to  a  small  number  of  persons, 
plus  the  provision  of  fuel  at  Christmas.  In  no  instance  during  the 
year  did  any  case  of  urgent  or  particular  need  arise.  In  view  of  the 
duplication  of  this  charity  by  other  organisations  it  was  decided  to 
wind  up  the  Stourbridge  Committee. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  milk,  butter  and  eggs  was  safeguarded. 


ITINERANT  CARAVANS 


The  borough  was  affected  by  large  groups  of  Irish  itinerants, 
fortunately  for  only  short  periods  compared  with  neighbouring  local 
authorities.  Nevertheless  in  the  four  months  during  which  they  came 
and  went,  the  trouble  which  they  caused  and  the  time  which  was  spent 
in  dealing  with  them  was  out  of  proportion  to  their  numbers.  The 
caravans  were  in  groups  and  a  disturbing  feature  was  the  number  with¬ 
out  towing  vehicles,  which  were  towed  to  a  piece  of  ground,  parked, 
then  left  without  means  of  movement.  This  meant  that  the  departure 
of  larger  groups  took  hours  even  after  the  occupants  had  been 
persuaded  to  go,  and  it  was  known  that  they  could  only  be  moving 
a  short  distance  out  of  the  borough. 

Without  the  close  co-operation  of  the  police  the  task  of  removing 
the  caravans  would  have  been  much  more  difficult.  In  one  case  a 
summons  was  issued  under  the  byelaws  relating  to  Gypsy  Encampments 
and  a  £5*  fine  imposed. 

Meetings  of  interested  authorities  were  held  and  a  number  of 
long  term  proposals  were  made  for  possible  camping  sites  within  the 
County  for  these  people,  but  even  if  local  opposition  to  such  sites 
is  overcome,  the  number  envisaged  would  not  absorb  the  existing 
problem,  especially  if  adjoining  authorities  do  not  provide  similar 
sites.  Discussions  with  the  itinerants  themselves  indicated  that 
increasing  numbers  of  Irish  were  coming  to  Britain  and  taking  to 
the  road  with  lorry  and  caravan,  either  to  collect  scrap  or  lay 
drives.  Their  attitude  to  property  and  privacy  is  largely 
irresponsible,  and  despite  the  fact  that  they  trespass,  cause  damage, 
pollute  the  area  and  create  a  nuisance  by  demands  for  food  and 
water,  their  outlook  is  that  they  are  being  persecuted  by  police 
and  local  authorities.  That  they  chose  the  life,  knowing  its 
difficulties,  rarely  occurs  to  them,  or  if  it  does  is  counterbalanced 
by  the  profits  they  appear  to  make. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  AMC*on  the  question  of 
tighter  controls,  including  an  increase  in  the  present  farcical 
penalties. 

In  all  14  groups,  comprising  84  caravans,  plus  towing  vehicles, 
were  moved  on  from  the  borough.  Many  of  these  caravans  returned  on 
several  occasions. 

*  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations. 
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OFFICES, 
TABLS  A  - 


SHOPS  AND  RAIL  NAY  ARMojDS  ACT  1963 


TABLE  B  -  NUM7;Ilt  ON  VIGIL:  OP  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


TABLE  C  -  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


IN  REGISTERED 


PREMISES 


BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 

(2) 

Offices 

1193 

Retail  Shops 

1533 

Wholesale  departments ,  warehouses 

217 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

397 

Canteens 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

TOTAL 

' 

3330 

TOTAL  -  MALES 

1172 

TOTAL  -  FEMALES 

2208 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Part  1  of 

the  Act 

-  1  w 

1 

2 

: 

[  Number  of 

* 

1 

2 

Premises 

?  Number  on 
f'  Register 

t 

]  Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

\ 

\ 

(1) 

i  (2) 

l 

(3) 

j  (4) 

(5)  | 

1  (1) 

l 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

V>J 

0 

! 

11 

3 

i 

1  (2) 

: 

Factories  not  incl¬ 
uded  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

0 

S: 

:  261 

33 

1 

» 

|  8 

i 

j 

i 

I  (3) 

: 

i 

t 

5 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

i 

> 

I 

s 

Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

. 

; 

TOTALS 

291 

69 

11 

l 

1 

i 

... 

CASES  III  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


T 

| 

No.  of 

It  t.  .  «4  .'«•«  •%» 

cases  in  whi 
found 

5 

ch  defects  were 

j 

• . . j 

Referred 

Number  of  cases  j 

|S 

1 

j  Particulars 

J 

| 

i  (1)  _ 

Found 

(2) 

!  Remedied 

i 

1 

1 

(3) 

|  To 

H.M. 

Insp¬ 

ector 

(4) 

U*-  ,,  n3TOmwni. 

By 

H.M. 

i  Insp¬ 
ector 

(5) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

<6> 

| 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1  (s.l) 

3 

3 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

— 

| 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

: 

1 

_ 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

j 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (6)  i 

_ 

i 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient  i 

_ 

_ 

: 

!  | 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

i 

12  ! 

12 

t 

i 

5 

1  j 

;  ] 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1  i 

!  i 

!  _  j 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  outwork 


13 


13 

7*0 


TOTALS 


FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

OUTWORK 


( Sections  133  and  134. ) 


1  i 

I  : 

SECTION  133 

j  SECTION  134 

E  : 

!  Nature  i 

-  | 

i  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 
133(1) (c) 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

; 

!  No.  of 

\  instances 

: 

of  work 

i 

in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

Notices  1 
served 

j 

; 

i 

; 

Prosec-j 
tions  j 

{ 

: 

i 

i 

(1)  1 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

1 

(5) 

(6) 

(7)  | 

I 

Wearing) Making 
apparel)  etc.-: 

3 

j 

**• 

i 

: 

; 

j 

| 

' 

- 

i 

i 

; 

TOTALS 

3 

- 

— 

- 

(Note : 


No  other  classes  of  work  were  involved 


. 


' 


